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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shapiro et al 
(U.S. Pub No. 2002/0161917 Al) and Nataraj et el (U.S. 6,757,779). 

3. As per claims 1-4, 10, 11, 14 & 20 Shapiro disclosed a method of routing signals in a 
communication network (page.l, paragraph 10). However Shapiro did not explicitly disclose, 
comparing destination address of a received signal to one or more known destination addresses; 
determining a destination for said received signal in accordance with a source identifier in said 
received signal when the destination address of said received signal does not match any one of 
said known destination addresses; and determining route for said received, signal in accordance 
with a dynamic routing protocol. 

In the same field of endeavor Nataraj disclosed determining a destination for said received signal 
in accordance with a source identifier in said received signal when the destination address of said 
received signal does not match any one of said known destination addresses; and determining 
route for said received, signal in accordance with a dynamic routing protocol (col.l, lines 32-52). 
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At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to one in the ordinary skill in the 
art to incorporate a signal having a source identifier and parameters as taught by Nataraj as one 
of the criteria to the routing device as taught by Shapiro in order to route the network traffic in an 
efficient manner and in as a result increasing the robustness and efficiency of a network. 



4. As per claim 5 Shapiro disclosed the router according to claim 4 wherein the plurality of 
traffic parameters comprises a source address and a destination address (Nataraj, col.l, lines 63- 
67). 

5. As per claims 6, 8, 15 & 17 Shapiro disclosed the router according to claim 5 further 
comprising a source address look-up table having stored source address and an address of a 
related Internet service provider and wherein the route selection is made in accordance with the 
result of a comparison of source address in the packet with stored source address in the source 
address look-up table (Shapiro, paragraph 9). 



6. As per claim 7 Shapiro disclosed the router according to claim 6 wherein the source 
address look-up table comprises a hardware look-up table (Shapiro, paragraph 44). 
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7. As per claims 9 & 16 Shapiro disclosed the method of claim 1 5 wherein the step of 
storing known destination addresses in a destination address look-up table comprises storing 
known destination addresses in a hardware look-up table (Shapiro, paragraphs.44, 49, 50). 

8. As per claims 12 & 18 Shapiro disclosed the method of claim 10 further comprising 
storing an ISP for one or more source identifiers, and wherein the destination may be determined 
in accordance with said stored ISPs (Nataraj, col.l, lines 32-51). 

9. As per claims 13 & 19 Shapiro disclosed the method of claim 10 wherein the step of 
forwarding the received signal to said destination in accordance with a dynamic routing protocol 
comprises forwarding said received signal in accordance with an exterior gateway protocol 
(Shapiro, paragraphs.5 & 13). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asghar Bilgrami whose telephone number is 571-272-3907. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8: 00-5 :00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Asghar Bilgrami 
Examiner 
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